ARTIST BRIEF
Commission of Public Artwork to commemorate the 100
year anniversary of ‘Playground in a Day’

The Port Pirie Regional Council is commissioning a public artwork at the site of the former
‘playground built in a day’ located next to Pirie West Oval and across from Pirie West
Primary School.
Expressions of Interest are due 5pm, Monday 14 May, 2018.
Contact:
Glen Christie
Manager, Tourism, Events and Arts
Port Pirie Regional Council
(08) 8633 8726; 0407 893 417
Email: gchristie@pirie.sa.gov.au

Artist Brief: Port Pirie Regional Council Playground Centennial Public Art Commission

1. Introduction
Port Pirie Regional Council (Council) is redeveloping its sports precinct, which is on the site
of a former 10-acre playground and recreation area which was built in one day on 17 August
1918 by 2,500 volunteers and officially opened on the 18 August 1918 at which 6,000 people
attended. This incredible event in Port Pirie’s history has become known as the ‘playground
in a day’ or ‘one day playground’.
An opportunity exists for an artist/artist team to create a child-friendly artwork to sit alongside
the sports precinct redevelopment on The Terrace, Port Pirie, opposite Port Pirie West
Primary School. The public artwork will celebrate play, Port Pirie’s history and the
importance of children in a community. It is important to state that although this project
honours a playground, the intention of this piece is for it to be a sculptural work which
children can play on and/or in, rather than a piece of play equipment.
2. Background
2.1. Commissioning Organisation: Port Pirie Regional Council
The Port Pirie Regional Council is the amalgamation of three former Councils: the former
City of Port Pirie, the District Council of Pirie and the District Council of Crystal BrookRedhill. The Port Pirie Regional Council is unique in South Australia as it is the only
provincial city to have a large rural area within its Council area.
The Council employs around 104 staff and has an operating budget of $25 million which
is used to provide a large range of services to the community including roads and
infrastructure, libraries, parks and gardens, regulatory services, beaches, tourism,
economic development, boat ramps, sports and recreation facilities, cemeteries,
swimming pools and many more.
Port Pirie Regional Council has relatively few pieces of public art for an area that has so
much history. In recent years, the Council has established a Public Art Policy and
ongoing associated budget to stimulate pride and a sense of place. Council wants the art
to reflect the community, local history and culture. Council, in partnership with Country
Arts South Australia, employs an Arts and Cultural Facilitator to advocate for and
develop a strategic program of creative projects to:
•
•
•

revitalise and reactivate public places and spaces;
encourage community wellbeing, inclusivity and community diversity; and
give local communities the opportunity to engage with and interpret their
environment in new and challenging ways.

One of the strategies is to commission sculptural works of art over several years which
celebrate historical events or characters in Port Pirie’s history, and the Playground
Centennial Public Art is the first artwork to be commissioned under this strategy.
Through this project, Council is seeking to provide a breadth of opportunity for artistic
and cultural expression and shared enjoyment of heritage, culture and the arts.
2.2. Historical Moment: Playground in a Day
On 17 August 1918, 2,500 workers from the Broken Hill Associated (BHA) Smelters in
Port Pirie came together to build the community’s first playground. The aim of the project
was to bring the community together but the playground that was to be built was also
seen as being important to the wives and families of the smelter workers by providing
them with a potential attraction in the community. Other than some site preparation work
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and the delivery of materials and equipment, the constructing of the playground was
done in a day.
The playground covered a 10 acre area and consisted of a central pavilion, residential
quarters for a caretaker, a refreshment kiosk, six shelter sheds, toilets, a wading pool, an
iron gate fitted into stone pillars, 2,000 yard outside fence, swings, seesaws, slippery
dips, benches, gardens, lawns, landscaping (including 40 large date and cotton palms
which were removed from gardens around Port Pirie and transported to the park and
planted on the day) and dividing trellises to break the grounds into sections for elder
boys and girls, younger boys and girls and infants. The dedication plaque made by
Smelters workers read ‘For Love of the Children’. Refer to Appendix 1 and Appendix 2
for photos and media articles from 1918.
In the 1930s the playground had a small zoo, and concerts for the children were a
regular feature of Sunday evenings. The playground existed until 1935. Memorial Park,
Memorial Oval and Pirie West Oval now cover the area in which it used to be.
2.3. Regional Overview
Port Pirie Regional Council is located on the eastern shore of the Upper Spencer Gulf in
South Australia 220km (approximately 2.5hrs) from Adelaide on National Highway One.
The main city of Port Pirie has 80% of the Council’s population and is South Australia’s
(SA) sixth largest city, with a population of 17,625. Other towns in the Port Pirie Regional
Council area include Crystal Brook, Napperby, Warnertown, Redhill, Koolunga,
Nelshaby, Wandearah and Mundoora. The remaining population live on rural properties
within the Council area.
The Port Pirie Regional Council area is diverse with industry, heritage and attractive
parks and gardens sitting side by side. It has a strong industrial history with zinc, lead
and silver smelters and a large port for transporting the metal, which is also used for
exporting grain from the Mid North and Yorke Peninsula. Along with the smelter, the
Viterra grain silos are a prominent part of the cityscape and foreshore. The smelter is
now undergoing a $660 million transformation into an advanced polymetallic processing
and recovery facility, capable of processing a wide range of high value, high margin raw
materials.
2.4. Community Overview
Port Pirie prides itself on being friendly and culturally diverse. 4% of the population are
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander, and 11.2% are the children of migrants.
Children under the age of 15 make up 17.4% of the population. There are two preschools, four primary schools and three high schools, as well as a TAFE campus and a
special-needs school.
Sport and recreation is a huge focus of the region, with Australian Rules football, soccer,
netball, cricket, baseball, bowls, softball, croquet, swimming, cycling, shooting, touch
football and gymnastics all being popular.
The economic base of the region is from mineral resource processing, agriculture and an
emerging tourism industry. The largest employment sectors are health care, social
assistance, manufacturing and retail, however there is also a large proportion of the
population on welfare meaning the Port Pirie region is classified as low socio-economic
overall.
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2.5. History
Prior to European settlement, the region was the land of the Nukunu people who referred
to the area where Port Pirie now sits as tarpari, which means ‘healing’.
Around 1845, a ship named the John Pirie sailed up the river on which Port Pirie now sits
to load sheep, and as a result the then Governor of SA named the river ‘Pirie’ and the
site Port Pirie. The first land was sold in 1848, but the area developed slowly and Port
Pirie was only declared a municipality in 1876. Development of the town took off when
smelters were constructed in 1889 to process zinc, silver and lead ore from Broken Hill
and by 1934 Port Pirie was home to the largest lead-smelting works in the world.
Additionally, railway links from Broken Hill and Adelaide saw it become the fourth busiest
international seaport in Australia.
Following settlement, several migrant groups settled in Port Pirie giving the town a
distinct multicultural feel. Italians in particular were drawn to the plentiful fishing and
these families remain a big part of the community today.
2.6. Geography
3. Port Pirie is at an elevation of four metres above sea level. It is approximately eight
kilometres inland, on the Pirie River, which is a tidal saltwater inlet from Spencer Gulf. It is on
the coastal plain between Spencer Gulf to the west and the Flinders Ranges to the east. Port
Pirie is surrounded by Mallee scrub and farm land. Refer to Appendix 3 for photos of Port
Pirie’s landscape and geography.

3.1. The Future
Port Pirie Regional Council has a strong vision for developing Port Pirie into an attractive
modern regional capital supported by a prosperous region where residents and visitors
want to be. The region is ideally placed to be a service centre for growth in the resources
and tourism sectors. In 2017 the Council and other key community stakeholders joined
together to launch a new reputational campaign aimed at positively changing the
reputation of Port Pirie and to attract more people to the region, known as Come See
Change (visit comeseechange.com to find out more). The Come See Change Working
Group Committee and Council are working hard to improve:
•
•
•

the region’s community facilities;
the appearance of the City and surrounding regional towns; and
the region's economic base.

Recent projects undertaken include rejuvenation of the foreshore, Solomontown Beach
and Central Business District areas. Current work includes a major new sports precinct
due to open in the second half of 2018.
With the $660m AUD redevelopment of the Nyrstar smelter and the commissioning of
the new facility, environmental improvements are also expected to result in a significant
reduction in blood lead levels in the community of Port Pirie.
The community is also working hard to address health issues related to lead smelting
through the Targeted Lead Abatement Program (TLAP). TLAP has been developed to
assess current and identify potential future community lead exposure reduction
strategies and assess which are likely to have the greatest impact in further reducing
children’s blood lead levels (visit tlap.com.au to find out more).

4

Artist Brief: Port Pirie Regional Council Playground Centennial Public Art Commission

3.2. Project Development
In February 2017, Deb Tregilgas, a local primary school teacher approached Port Pirie
Regional Council about commemorating the ‘playground in a day’. Considering its Public
Art Policy and objective of commissioning sculptural works which celebrate historical
events or characters in Port Pirie’s history, Council resolved to commission a Playground
Centennial sculpture near the site of the original playground.
The vision for this public art piece is an imaginative three dimensional work which
children can climb on, in or through. It will respond to the theme of play and
commemorate the extraordinary feat of building a playground in a day. Inspiration could
be drawn from the spirit in which the original playground was built and how the
community and broader public responded to this incredible act of generosity, hard work
and love from the 2,500 smelter workers who built the playground. The following themes
emerged from accounts of the event from 1918:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The importance of children in a community
Parental love
Kindness
Generosity
Community spirit
Something to be enjoyed by adults as well as children
A place which develops the soul as well as the body
Harmony with surroundings
Fun
Cheerfulness
Collaboration
Working together
Happiness
Gratitude
Care for detail
Optimism

The desired outcome is an imaginative piece, which honours Port Pirie’s original
playground and represents play and children in a revolutionary, unexpected and unique
way.
3. Project Site
3.1. Location
The site for the sculpture is on Council-owned land just outside of the Port Pirie West
Oval (owned by the Department of Education and Childhood Development) on the corner
of The Terrace and Memorial Drive, Port Pirie (refer to Appendix 4 for site map, site plan
and photos). This site has been chosen for its proximity to the gates of the original
playground, which remain in situ. It is opposite Pirie West Primary School and near a
crossing the school uses to access the oval.
3.2. Description of the site
The sculpture site is near a roundabout at least 30 metres from Memorial Drive and at
least 20 metres from The Terrace. A total of 100m2 is earmarked for the sculpture site,
which will include landscaping, a memorial plaque about the original playground as well
as the sculpture itself. The area for the sculpture has been restricted to 9m2 so as to be
well setback from the streets and any future carpark developments (refer to the site plan
5
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at Appendix 4 for more details). The recommended height for a sculpture with a footprint
of this size is approximately 3 metres, subject to engineering advice.
A footpath runs between the oval fence and the edge of the road. There are pine trees
inside the oval fence, one of which has a large branch which overhangs the sculpture
site about 3.5 metres off the ground. This tree provides natural shade, but if it will impede
the sculpture, the branch can be removed. Other than the landscaping planned around
the sculpture and the footpath, the ground is hard-packed gravel, which is covered in
fallen pine needles under the pine trees.
3.3. Services
High voltage power lines run above the site at a height of 6 – 7 metres, which is well
above the optimum height of the sculpture. A stormwater drain runs under the site at a
depth of 2 metres below ground.
3.4. Lighting
To light the sculpture at night, Council plans to install a large spot light from either the
power pole near the street or one of the new light towers being installed for the new oval.
If lighting is included as part of the design, a feasibility study will be undertaken by
Council to ensure it can be achieved in a cost-effective manner.
3.5. Access
The sculpture will be visible and accessible from both The Terrace and Memorial Drive.
The nearby school crossing gives safe access to children and staff of Pirie West Primary
School, who will regularly pass by the sculpture on their way to use the oval. The new
carpark, including reserved spots for disabled visitors, will provide safe access to the
sculpture.
3.6. Planned work near the site
The Pirie West Oval redevelopment will most likely still be underway at the time of
installation, however it is hoped the new fence will be completed before the sculpture is
installed. The new fence surrounding the oval will be 2.5 metres high and made from
black powder-coated chain mesh. Some of the nearby trees may be removed, but
exactly which trees is not yet known. A carpark is proposed for the southern side of the
gates, and the path will be upgraded.
3.7. Climatic conditions
Port Pirie has a semi-arid climate with an annual rainfall average of 345 mm.
Temperatures average 31 degrees in December, January and February, but can soar to
over 40 degrees throughout these months. In terms of materials, summer temperatures
and UV rays need to be considered with regards to both the durability of the piece and
whether the surface will be too hot for children to touch and climb on in summer.
3.8. Other considerations
Port Pire has a history of high lead content in the soil and so there will need to be soil
tests, and possibly soil removal/replacement on the site before construction and
installation of the artwork. This work will be undertaken by Port Pirie Regional Council
prior to installation.
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4. The Artwork
4.1. Target audience
The targeted audience for this sculpture are children up to 12 years and their families, as
well as the Port Pirie community more broadly. The new cycle and pedestrian path will
see a lot of people passing by the sculpture on a daily basis, particularly considering how
close it is to a primary school and a high-use sporting facility.
4.2. Materials
The materials used in the piece are entirely up to the artist/artist team, but it must be
within budget and resistant to outdoor conditions and occasional extreme weather,
especially heat and high UV rays.
Port Pirie’s smelting industry and unique history makes the use of metal materials (either
recycled or new) obvious, however metal surfaces will be very hot in summer so may
need to be coated or treated.
Some of the materials used in the original playground include:
•
•
•
•

Iron
Timber – jarrah, red pine
Stone
Sand

It is hoped the sculpture will have a life of at least twenty years, therefore the material
needs to withstand ageing and theft. The sculpture will need to be securely fixed to the
ground with concrete and steel pins.
Port Pirie Regional Council has a commitment to environmental sustainability and
corporate responsibility. The use of materials and fabrication which conserve resources,
improve energy efficiency and minimise waste will be seen as essential to the success of
this project.
4.3. Ambience
The proximity of the sculpture to the school opposite and the redeveloped sports precinct
means it sits within an area of a lot of play, learning, laughter and activity. As it will be
right next to a brand new, modern sporting facility, of which the Port Pirie community is
very proud, it will be highly visible and receive a lot of scrutiny. Once the redevelopment
is complete in October 2018, this will be a busy, exciting and boisterous part of the city,
which will generate a lot of sound and movement through the sports played and events
held there.
4.4. Safety
As the sculpture is to be interactive, the safety of users, particularly children, needs to be
built into the design e.g. no sharp points or edges, no head entrapments, no fragile
pieces and no ground based parts that could cause a person to trip. Additionally, the
surface under the interactive sculpture should be soft enough and thick enough to soften
the impact of a child's fall.
4.5. Construction
The sculpture could either be constructed offsite and transported to Port Pirie for
installation, or built onsite assisted by Council staff and contractors as required. The
commissioned artist/artist team and any sub-contractors would need to have their own
public indemnity insurance up to $10 million to be able to work on Council land.
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Once a design has been selected, Council will undertake a risk assessment of the work
itself, the construction process and ongoing management and maintenance, therefore
the commissioned artist/artist team will need to conform to the demands of these
assessments.
4.6. Copyright
The copyright for the artwork will remain at all times with the artist/artist team. The
ownership of the artwork will transfer to Port Pirie Regional Council on completion of the
project. The artwork will become an additional public art and design asset within the Port
Pirie Regional Council.
5. Budget
The total available project budget is $65,000 (exclusive of GST) which comprises:
•

$50,000 from Port Pirie Regional Council and community partners and $15,000 in
grant funding (subject to a successful application) for fabrication and installation of
the artwork;

In addition to the project budget above:
•

Port Pirie Regional Council will provide in-kind support for site works such as
repatriation of soil, lighting and landscaping; and

•

Arts South Australia have provided funding for three shortlisted artists/artist teams to
receive $3,000 each for concept design development and production of maquettes.

6. Stakeholders
6.1. Primary stakeholders
•
•
•

Port Pirie Regional Council as the commissioner of the work;
Nyrstar as owner of the smelter; and
Arts South Australia as funding body.

6.2. Project Stakeholders
Other stakeholders in the project include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Port Pirie children of all ages;
local community;
Pirie West Primary School;
the wider community within Port Pirie Regional Council and adjoining areas;
users of Pirie West Oval and sports precinct;
residents within walking distance of the project area;
users of the foot/cycle path;
visitors and tourists; and
Local Government Association (LGA).

7. Commissioning Process and Timeline
7.1. Stage 1: Expressions of Interest (EOI)
Port Pirie Regional Council is seeking Expressions of Interest (EOI) from artists/artist
teams interested in the project by 5pm, Friday 11 May 2018. EOI submissions must
include:
•

a cover letter indicating availability to meet the project timeframes;
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•
•
•

•
•

a written response to the Artist Brief, including the site characteristics and additional
assessment criteria;
artist/artist teams’ curriculum vitae (CV) of no more than two pages;
up to 10 high quality jpeg images of relevant previous work with a written description
of the images indicating materials, dimensions, location, indicative budget,
commissioner and collaborative partners and fabricators as relevant, presented in a
PowerPoint;
current insurance details; and
any other information or support material which addresses the assessment criteria
below.

EOIs are to be emailed to:
Glen Christie
Manager, Tourism, Events and Arts
Port Pirie Regional Council
Email: gchristie@pirie.sa.gov.au
No late submissions will be accepted.
7.2. Assessing the EOIs
Expressions of interest will be assessed by the Assessment Panel (see 7.5). Applicants
will be evaluated against the following assessment criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

artistic merit and innovation as evidenced in the visual material provided;
demonstrated ability to work on a project of this nature within timelines and budget;
demonstrated ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas;
proven experience of realising concepts through to fruition;
demonstrated ability to create work that engages with a broad public;
previous relevant experience in the public realm;
demonstrated ability to work on permanent and durable work;
knowledge of health and safety issues in the design and construction of public art
works, specifically in play space environments;
current certificate of public liability insurance ($10 million) or statement of willingness
to comply.

It is in your interest to consider each criterion and helpful for the panel if responded to in
the order presented.
Following the assessment process, shortlisted artists/artist teams will be invited to
develop a concept design, including maquettes (see 7.3).
7.3. Stage 2: Concept Design (Maquette) Development
Following the EOI process, three artists/artist teams will be shortlisted to prepare a
concept design proposal. Each shortlisted artist/artist team will receive a $3,000 fee to
prepare a concept design proposal.
IMPORTANT: Shortlisted artists/artist teams will be required to attend an onsite briefing
in Port Pirie during the week commencing 11 June 2018 and to present their proposals
to the Assessment Panel in the week beginning 30 June 2018. Dates and times are to be
confirmed.
The concept design proposal will comprise:
•
•

drawings, sketches, elevations and maquette as necessary to convey the concept;
a site plan showing the location of the proposed artwork/elements;
9
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

a brief written concept paper explaining the concept and artistic approach;
reference to materials proposed and construction techniques;
an indication of the preferred approach to project management, should the proposal
be commissioned, including the approach to payment and administration of funds;
an indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the
proposal;
a timeline including an indication of availability for fabrication and installation;
an indication of other consultants to be used to bring the project to fruition; and
a breakdown of project costs including:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

all costs associated with the design development stage
fabrication costs
artist/artist team fees
transport
site preparation
delivery
installation costs
site clean-up costs
contingency.

7.4. Assessing the Concept Design Proposals
Assessment of the concept design proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and
technical expertise demonstrated in the proposed work. Consideration will be given to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

originality (existing artworks will not be accepted as part of an artist/artist team’s
concept design proposal);
artistic merit of the proposed concept;
ways in which the concept meets the requirements of the Artist Brief;
ability of the artwork to communicate its concept and underpinnings;
aesthetic response to the site and brief;
conceptual response to site and brief;
cost breakdown;
proposed timeline;
response to any stakeholder consultation and feedback;
consideration of sustainable environmental outcomes;
robustness and durability;
response to public safety and risk management; and
maintenance issues (whole of life costs).

Port Pirie Regional Council can provide each artist/artist team with an appointment with
Council's engineer (if required) prior to submitting concept proposals to ensure the
concept is practical.
All parties need to be satisfied that the proposal is achievable within the budget
available. Concept papers and other relevant support material should be provided at the
time of the Concept Design Proposal presentation. Assessment of the concept design
proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and technical expertise demonstrated in
the proposed work.
All work presented is to be of high professional and artistic quality that clearly conveys
the design. The artist/artist team must be available to fabricate and coordinate
installation of the work once the relevant approvals have been given.
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Please note the proposal will need to be certified, during the Design Development stage
by a structural engineer, for material and structural strength and to satisfy Council design
approval.
7.5. Assessment Panel
EOIs and concept design proposals will be assessed by:
•
•
•

Port Pirie Regional Council’s Public Art Selection Group Committee which
consists of five members;
A representative from Nyrstar; and
An Arts South Australia Public Art and Design representative.

7.6. Stage 3: Design Development
Once funding is confirmed, the artist/artist team will be engaged to further develop the
design, to resolve the budget and ensure the successful proposal meets all safety,
engineering and other Council requirements. An indicative maintenance schedule will
need to accompany the developed design.
Design Development approval: the work resulting from the design development stage will
require assessment by Assessment Panel and relevant officers from Port Pirie Regional
Council’s Infrastructure and Development and Regulation teams. The artist/artist team
will be required to present the developed design and supporting documentation to the
Assessment Panel and relevant Infrastructure and Development and Regulation staff
from Port Pirie Regional Council.
In addition, Council will require the artwork to be certified compliant to AS4486 at the
detailed design and documentation stage.
7.7. Commissioning, Fabrication and Installation
The artist/artist team with the successful concept design proposal will be engaged,
through a commissioning agreement with Council, to fabricate and install the work on
site.
It is a condition of this Commission that the successful artist/artist team and any subcontractors will hold Public Liability Insurance to the value of $10 million and Workers
Insurance coverage during the fabrication and installation of the artworks.
The artist/artist team must ensure the work is of high production standard and
workmanship. Council staff, along with appropriate experts (as required) will undertake
an inspection for any defects and concept compliance before handover.
A maintenance manual and maintenance schedule must be provided by the artist/artist
team as part of the handover of the artwork.
7.8. Project Team
The project will be managed by the responsible officers from the Port Pirie Regional
Council, led by the Manager Tourism, Events and Arts and the Parks and Recreation
Supervisor.
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7.9. Proposed Project Timeline
Date

Action

23 April 2018

Call for Expressions of Interest opens

14 May 2018

Expression of Interest due

15 May – 1 June 2018

EOI assessment process and selection of three
artists/artist teams.

6 June 2018

Three artists/artist teams contracted to develop
Concept Design Proposal and Maquette

11 - 15 June 2018

Site Briefing in Port Pirie

30 July – 3 August 2018

Maquette and Concept Design Proposal
presentations in Port Pirie and final selection

13 August 2018

Arts South Australia Commission Support
Funding application due

THE NEXT STAGES WILL BE SCHEDULED ONCE ALL FUNDING HAS
BEEN CONFIRMED
Commission one artist/artist team for Design
Development
Design Development Presentation/Approval
Fabrication and installation of artwork

8. APPENDICES
Appendix 1: Photos of ‘playground in a day’ being built in 1918
Appendix 2: Excerpts from 1918 media coverage of ‘playground in a day’
Appendix 3: Photos of Port Pirie landscape and geography
Appendix 4: Site plans and site photos
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APPENDIX 1: PHOTOS OF ‘PLAYGROUND BUILT IN A DAY’, AUGUST 1918

Photo 1: 17 August, 1918 – Playground gates being built. Source: Maywald Family Collection.

Photo 2: 17 August, 1918 – Swings being installed. Source: National Trust of Port Pirie Collection
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Photo 3: 17 August, 1918 – Part of the construction team. Source: National Trust of Port Pirie Collection

Photo 4: 18 August, 1918 – 6,000 people attend the opening of the playground built in a day. Source: National Trust of Port Pirie
Collection.
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Photo 5: 18 August, 1918 – The playground built in a day is officially opened, with children from the community arranged in the words
‘Thank You’. Source: National Trust of Port Pirie Collection.

Photo 1: The playground in use. Source: Maywald Family Collection
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Photo 7: Workers from BHA Smelters, Port Pirie in the pattern makers’ shop with the original pattern of the dedication plaque.
Source: National Trust of Port Pirie Collection.
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APPENDIX 2:

EXCERPTS FROM 1918 MEDIA COVERAGE OF ‘PLAYGROUND BUILT IN A DAY’

The Adelaide Chronicle, Saturday, August 24, 1918:
•

“Port Pirie last week provided one of the most striking examples in the world of the power of parental love.”

•

“… a kindly act gladly done for those they loved best.”

•

“No trouble was too great, no work too arduous, for it was for the children.”

•

“When the work was finished they carried the shovels like banjos, and marched home singing 'When you come to the end of a perfect
day’.”

•

“…this thing was accomplished by love, not by compulsion.”

•

“A more cheerful throng could not be imagined.”

•

“All the buildings are planned like Greek temples and are exceptionally handsome.”

•

“The designs harmonised delightfully with the surroundings.”

•

“A feature of the undertaking was the excellent workmanship, the quality of the material, and the care for detail.”

•

“The school children formed the words 'Thank you' and sang a pretty song, 'We thank you, dear people'.”

The Observer, Adelaide, Saturday, August 24, 1918:
•

“Truly has it been said— “One touch of Nature makes the whole world kin”."

•

“…in their play, (the children’s) souls as well as their bodies (will) be developed.”

•

“…it (will) be the means of the children getting more happiness out of their lives and…they (will) invite their fathers and mothers to come
along and enjoy themselves…”

•

“…it (will) become year by year more beautiful.”

•

“…the truest basis of citizenship (is) to provide a happy childhood.”

•

“This is going to be a grown-ups' playground as well as a place of recreation for the children.”

•

“There is nothing else like it in Australia.”

•

“(We) must strive to make drab lives happy, and the happy still more happy.”

NB: Whole articles can be provided upon request.
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APPENDIX 3: PHOTOS OF PORT PIRIE LANDSCAPE AND GEOGRAPHY

Photo 1: Port Pirie foreshore with the Southern Flinders Ranges in the background.

Photo 2: View of Port Pirie from the Port River looking south-west.
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Photo 3: Weeroona Island, just to the north of Port Pirie, with farms and Southern Flinders Ranges in the background.

Photo 4: Aerial view of the Pirie River and the city of Port Pirie with Spencer Gulf in the background.
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APPENDIX 4: SITE PLAN AND SITE PHOTOS
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BOUNDARY FENCE

29.7M

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
AREA

3M

3M

3M

Notes

Disclaimer

Scale 1:200
Imagery copyright Pty Ltd. 2014

This map is a representation of the information currently held by Port Pirie Regional Council. While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the product, Council accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions. Any feedback on omissions or
errors would be appreciated.
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Photo 1: Original playground gates. These gates are being retained in the sports precinct redevelopment.

Photo 2: View from sculpture site to the sports precinct and oval.

Artist Brief: Port Pirie Regional Council Playground Centennial Public Art Commission

Photo 3: View from sculpture site to Memorial Drive.

Photo 4: View from sculpture site to the roundabout at intersection of The Terrace and Memorial Drive.

Artist Brief: Port Pirie Regional Council Playground Centennial Public Art Commission

Photo 5: View from sculpture site to The Terrace, with Pirie West Primary School in the background. The tree in the foreground is to be
removed. The base of the power pole can be seen behind the tree, which is where lighting could be installed to light the sculpture at night.

Photo 6: View from sculpture site past the gates to where the new carpark will be.

