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Vision  

Bringing art to the people and people to the arts. 

 

Mission  

To deliver opportunities for the people of the Southern Flinders region to value 

and understand the importance of art and culture in our community. 

 

Goals  

1. Port Pirie, the Mid North and the Southern Flinders region has a diverse 

range of quality exhibitions and educational opportunities. 

2. Our community is engaged and has opportunities for involvement in the 

Gallery. 

3. Our partners and sponsors ensure the operation of the Gallery into the 

future. 

4. Technology enhances the operation and promotion of the Gallery and its 

services. 

5. Support Professional development.  

6. Exercise good corporate governance. 
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Chairperson’s Report 
          ....’broader arts and cultural development in regional areas’ 

Last year my opening remarks stated that with major transformations 
occurring in the City during 2016/17 that it was an opportunity for the 
Gallery to look outside the square to compliment this resurgence and 
encourage community awareness for the arts – well that observation is 
in the here and now! 

Also reported last year was that government funding would no longer 
be available to the Gallery and as from the 30 June 2017 this has been 
the case.   

Country Arts SA have moved to an alternate funding pathway for the arts, with funding moving 
towards broader arts and cultural development in regional areas, outside of art galleries. 
Although disappointing for our Gallery, the move by CASA to broaden their focus to the 
community coal face is commendable.  Port Pirie has already benefited by the installation of the 
fisherman mural on the Woolworths building.  

It is also interesting to note that Port Pirie is the only major regional gallery that is not managed 
by local government, which can be attributed directly to CASA’s change of direction.  To this end, 
conversations commenced with the Port Pirie Regional Council in March this year, when the 
plight of the Gallery was brought to the notice of the Council.  It is anticipated that the Gallery will 
move towards being managed in its entirety by Port Pirie Regional Council in the very near 
future.  This will be an exciting challenge with benefits for both the Gallery and Council.  

The diversity of this years’ Exhibition Program is reflected in the number of visitors to the Gallery 
during the year.  All exhibitions have been outstanding; however the South Australian Maritime 
Museum’ Rough Medicine’ exhibition is a stand out.  It goes to show that the professionalism and 
reputation of our Gallery is much sought after to entice touring exhibitions to Port Pirie. 

I take this opportunity to thank Country Arts SA for their funding support over many years, as well 
as Arts SA for the funding contribution in this reporting year.  I gratefully acknowledge the Port 
Pirie Regional Council as the Gallery’s major funding partner, I am confident that this partnership 
will continue for many years to come. 

Other in-kind sponsors that have played a significant role in supporting the Gallery include 
Southern Cross Television, the Pisani Group, Automatic Print, Jan Pana Graphic Design, The 
Picture Framers and Belalie Wines. 

The Gallery is indebted to its band of volunteers who ably support and champion the Gallery on a 
day to day basis, connecting to our visitors and assisting the Director with exhibition installations 
and events.   

I also thank our Director Jenni Frost for her dedicated and passionate leadership at the helm of 
the Gallery and her able assistant Debbie Gray, in bringing art to the people and people to the 
arts.   

Last and by no means least, I thank my fellow Board Members for their support and enthusiasm 
during this thought provoking year.  I look forward to 2016/17 with confidence. 

El l ie Green 

Chair,  Port Pir ie Regional Art Gallery Board of  Management
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Director’s Report 

 

‘The Gallery is creating a new way forward, building new 
relationships and strengthening existing ones.’ 
 

Jenni Frost 

 

 

Looking back on the 2016 - 17 financial year, I can see many great things that have been 
achieved over this time.  The Gallery is creating a new way forward, building new relationships 
and strengthening existing ones.  

I have attempted over this time and with fewer resources to maintain the exhibition program, still 
offering touring exhibitions and opportunities for local and regional artists, to a standard that is 
expected of the Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery. The program has been eclectic and exciting! 

Indigenous Australians at War: from the Boer War to the Present toured from the Shrine of 
Remembrance as part of the commemoration of 100 years since World War 1. A special event in 
honour of this exhibition was held with guest speaker Ian Smith, Chair of the RSL (SA) ANZAC 
Day Committee and Co-Chair of the Register of Aboriginal Veterans. Ian related stories of 
Aboriginal veterans, a celebration of the courage, tenacity and resourcefulness of indigenous 
Australians in the armed forces. With honour and respect for these veterans The Dusty Feet 
Mob, young indigenous dancers form Port Augusta performed for the guests. This was a 
memorable night. 

The Port Pirie Art Prize 2016, our flagship event, and with ongoing support from the Port Pirie 
Regional Council, continues to grow. With news of increased prize money to be announced in 
2018, I see this event becoming one of the premier regional art prizes in the State. 

Three other touring exhibitions featured : 

Rough Medicine – Life and Death in the Age of Sail from the South Australian Maritime Museum, 
engaged and enthralled the public with sights, smells, and sounds; hilarious and frightening 
performance reliving the hardship of the life on the High Seas! Our most poplar exhibition! 

The National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016, the very best in contemporary portrait 
photography, Our Stories, Our way Our Mob from Country Arts SA and ‘namibiaArt’, artwork from 
established Namibian artists all created an eclectic visual experience reflecting stories, cultural 
understanding and a celebration of the uniqueness of their environment and their subjects.  

Of course it wouldn’t be a Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery exhibition program without the 
evergreen ‘The Gentle Arts’, exquisite embroidery and textiles from the Embroiders Guild of Port 
Pirie and, of course, the ‘Friends of the Gallery’ exhibition in the Flinders Gallery next door.  

Last but not all least! What a privilege to have Gerry Wedd speak to guests at an informal 
evening during the JamFactory Icons 2016 touring exhibition Gerry Wedd - Kitschen Man. Most 
people remember him for his whacky and often poignant graphics created for the ‘Mambo’ label. 
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Gerry also impressed with a full day ceramics workshop with students and John Pire Secondary 
School. What a buzz at school that day! 

All of this in Port Pire because of the Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery’s ability and motivation to 
showcase everything from the finest needlework to ceramic thongs!  

I thank the Board of Management for their unwavering support, our funding partners Port Pirie 
Regional Council, Nyrstar, the Port Pirie Smelter, local business sponsors, staff and volunteers. It 
is because of this support for the Gallery, I look forward to growth, diversity and an inspired 
future in arts delivery in Port Pirie, and in the region, with optimism and confidence. 

 

Jenni Frost  

Gallery Director  
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Strategic Goals and Objectives: 

GOAL ONE 

Port Pirie, Mid North and the Southern Flinders region has a diverse range of quality 
exhibitions and educational opportunities. 

 
Objectives Key Strategies 

Provide the community with 
experience in a variety of art 

forms 

Deliver quality touring exhibitions of regional, state and 
national interest 

Conduct art competitions 

Actively promote the Gallery’s 
program and services to 

improve awareness of its role 
and value 

 

Maintain a targeted use of the in kind television 
sponsorship  

Ensure media outlets are kept up to date with latest news 
and events from the gallery 

Distribute information about the Gallery’s exhibitions and 
activities using a variety of methods and maintain an 

informative web site 

Grow visitor numbers 
Ensure wide distribution of the Gallery exhibition program 

“Capture” visitors to the arts precinct 

Maintain Class A Gallery The Gallery is maintained as best practice 
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GOAL ONE OUTCOMES 

Provide the community with experience in a variety of art forms 
The community of Port Pirie and its many visitors have experienced a diverse program of 
quality exhibitions and events providing opportunities to experience the visual arts in a 
gallery setting that encompasses a broad range of curatorial themes, styles and mediums. 

These activities have an important role to play in social and historical identity, health and 
well being and deliver a heightened sense of pride in the community and the region. 

In the period July 2016 to June 2017, the Gallery hosted nine exhibitions featuring the 
commemoration of 100 years WWI with an exhibition from the Shrine of Rememberance, the 
Biennial Port Pirie Art Prize, art work from Namibia, South Australian indigenous artists, an 
internationally renowned ceramic artist represented by SA premier arts and crafts gallery, 
The JamFactory and a social history exhibition from the SA Maritime Museum. 

Three of the exhibitions included specific educational programs and activities targeted to 
community groups and school students with workshops and artist talks to enhance 
community participation.  

There were fewer exhibitions but some were programmed for longer periods of time. This 
assisted with managing a smaller budget and less available staff time without compromising 
the quality of delivery of the exhibition program and Gallery activities. 

Regional exhibitions 
Collaboration and support from community groups is an important part of the exhibition 
program. The Port Pirie Embroiderers Guild is included each year in the Gentle Arts 
Exhibition. 

South Australian regional artist Gerry Wedd showcased extraordinary ceramics as part of 
the Jam Factory Icons exhibition and regional artists were also represented in Our Stories, 
Our way, Our Mob 2015 from Country Arts SA. 

The Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 and the annual Friends of the Gallery exhibition featured many 
regional artists. These two exhibitions are an accessible way for regional artists to show their 
work to a wider audience. 

Touring exhibitions 

Touring exhibitions are included in the program to give the community access to exhibitions 
from major cultural institutions. These exhibitions are accompanied by comprehensive 
education packs, catalogues, curatorial rationale and opportunities for artist talks and 
workshops. 

National: 
• Indigenous Australians At War, Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne 
• National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra 

State: 
• Rough Medicine, Life and Death in the Age of Sail, SA Maritime Museum  
• Our Stories, Our Way, Our Mob, Country Arts SA 
• Gerry Wedd Kitschen Man: JamFactory Icon, JamFactory 

International: 
• ‘namibiArt’. Independent artists from Namibia in collaboration with SA regional artists 

created a touring program for regional SA 
•  

For exhibition details please refer to Exhibitions Program. 
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GOAL ONE OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 
Actively promote the Gallery’s program and services to improve awareness of it’s 
role and value 

 Southern Cross Television – TV ads for two exhibitions:  

• National Photographic Portrait Prize 

• Rough Medicine; Life and Death in the Age of Sail 

 Invitations to openings and events 

 Print brochures, posters and flyers in cafes and local businesses 

 Media releases, radio, print and TV  

 Regular interviews and support ABC Local 639 North and West 

 Regular interviews and support ‘The Port Pirie Recorder’ 

 Interviews and support ‘Southern Cross GTS BKN Television’ 

 Maintain our presence with an up to date social media profile and website 

Grow Visitor numbers 

The Gallery program is distributed widely through a printed program, direct mail and email, 
through our member network, through the Regional Galleries Association of SA network, our 
online and social media presence and the distribution of regular newsletters. We are located 
in the lively and busy Cultural Precinct which includes the Tourism Information Centre, 
Regional Library and Bus Terminal enhancing our visual presence to visitors and locals. 

The number of visitors to the Gallery was 12,632 less than the previous year of 16,076. 
Exhibitions of local and topical interest were less than in other years with touring and 
regional artists making up most of the programming in the reporting period. 
With regular updates of our online presence, the Website page views and Likes on our 
Facebook page continue to increase in number. 

Visitors by Exhibition in the reporting period 
 
Indigenous Australians at War 2079 
Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 2282 
Gentle Arts/PPRAG Members 1010 
namibiArt 905 
National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016 1506 
Our Stories, Our Way, Our Mob 2015 1154 
Rough Medicine; Life and Death in the Age of Sail 2473 
Gerry Wedd: Kitschen Man  1257 
 
Maintain Class ‘A’ Gallery 

 Continue to upgrade lighting with the gradual replacement of all halogen lamps to LED 
gallery lighting.  

 Future replacement of the A class air-conditioning system with the view to maintain the 
PPRAG as a premium ‘Class A’ regional gallery.  
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GOAL TWO 

Our community is engaged and has opportunities for involvement in the Gallery. 

Objectives Key Strategies 

The community values the 
Gallery  

Actively promote the Gallery’s program and services to 
ensure community awareness of its role and value 

Create opportunities to 
increase engagement in 

gallery activities  

Promote and encourage participation in the volunteer 
program 

Be involved in community events and activities 

Create and implement a program of community activities 
as part of the exhibition program 

Build our membership 

 
 Increase the participation of gallery members  

Annually conduct the Members exhibition 

Promote the Gallery as a 
community resource 

 

Acknowledge and promote community art groups 
and individual artists within the region 

Build stronger relationships with regional schools 

Provide art educational opportunities 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES 

Promote and encourage participation in the volunteer program. 

The Gallery continues to value the contribution of volunteers to staff the Gallery on a regular 
basis to keep the gallery open seven days a week and provide that first point of contact for 
visitors. Seven volunteers are on a weekly roster and five are on a casual or as needs basis.  
 
New volunteers recruited: 

 2016-17 : 2                                      2015-16 : 4     

Vale Nita Beard. The PPRAG has been blessed with many passionate supporters and 
volunteers over many years. A special event and exhibition was held in honour of long 
serving gallery volunteer and local artist Nita Beard with family, friends, gallery staff and 
board members. 
 

  
 

 Two exhibitions, the National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016 and Rough Medicine – 
Life and Death in the Age of Sail offered professional development opportunities: 
Amelia Mollett, Art Handler for Collection Management & Display from the National 
Portrait Gallery and Lindl Lawton from the South Australian Maritime Museum co-
ordinated the exhibition installations with volunteers to develop condition reporting, 
object handling and installation skills. 

 
Be involved in community events. 

 Public Art Selection Group - regular involvement with Port Pirie Regional Council. 
 Guest speaker at the Rotary Club of Port Pirie: Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery, its 

history, art gallery funding models, staffing and our own funding and staffing issues. 
Outlined the exhibition program and how exhibitions are sourced and paid for and 
spoke of the history and changes to the Port Pirie Art Prize.  Expressed the role and 
value of arts and culture in and for the community. 

 Mural Dedication @ Port Pirie SAPOL Station; Public Art Selection Group with 
students from John Pirie Secondary School, TLAP, Mayor John Rohde, Elected 
Members and community representatives. 

 Regional Galleries Association of SA: attend regular meetings at the Art Gallery SA 
 Regional Galleries Association of SA Forum, Barossa Valley 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Create and implement a program of community activities as part of the exhibition 
program. 

Events: 

 Indigenous Australians at War exhibition: Guest speaker Ian Smith, Chair of the RSL 
(SA) ANZAC Day Committee and Co-Chair of the Register of Aboriginal Veterans of 
SA Committee. Author of "For Love of Country" recognising South Australian 
Indigenous servicemen and women. This event gave a concise but telling view of 
mostly unknown South Australian Aboriginal servicemen and their involvement in 
Australian conflicts from the Boer war to the present. 

 Indigenous Australians at War exhibition ‘Dusty Feet Mob’, an Indigenous dance group 
from Port Augusta. Young people ranging from 6 years old to young adults danced to 
three songs that charmed and moved the audience. 

         

 ‘A Brush with Art’ venue during the Port Pirie Art Prize 2016. 

This event strengthened the visitor experience to the art gallery and galleries in the 
region. ‘A Brush with Art’ celebrates the art and the artists of the Flinders Ranges to 
locals and visitors who come to this unique and diverse region.  

 
Exhibition Openings: 

Official openings were held for three exhibitions during the year : 

 Indigenous Australians at War 

 Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 

 Our Stories Our Way Our Mob 2015 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Create and implement a program of community activities as part of the exhibition 
program. 

Artist Talks 

In addition to the exhibition program, the Gallery provided opportunities for community 
participation in an artist talk and workshops. 

 Guest Speaker, ‘An Evening on the High Seas!’ Lindl Lawton, Senior Curator, South 
Australian Maritime Museum. Revealed in depth stories about ‘Rough Medicine’ and 
shared the process of curating the exhibition, outlining resources and origins of many 
of the objects. (Rough Medicine- Life and Death in the Age of Sail) 

 

 Artist Talk, Gerry Wedd  
The story and background of individual pieces and life as an artist.  Gerry Wedd - 
Kitschen Man: JamFactory Icon. 

 
 

  

           

Workshops: 

 Dry Felting workshop with Svetlana Clarke.  
 
 ‘Gory Stories from the Putrid Past’ Michael Mills, Heaps Good Productions workshop 

Port Pirie Regional Library and Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery. ‘Rough Medicine’ 
Exhibition Morning session 22 and afternoon session 36 participants. 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Create and implement a program of community activities as part of the exhibition 
program. 

Build Our Membership 

Membership Numbers: 30 June 2017 : 90   (30 June 2016: 92) 

Support for the Gallery remains steady, however there has been a small decrease over the 
past few years.   
 
Annually conduct the Member’s Exhibition  
 
17 Gallery Members contributed to the ‘Members’ exhibition, making a total of 50 art works 
on display. This is an increase in Members contributing and artworks exhibited compared to 
the 2015 exhibition. 
 

 
 

Promote the Gallery as a community resource 

Acknowledge and promote community art groups and individual artists with in the 
region.  
 
Since the hiring by the Port Pirie Regional Council of an Arts and Cultural Officer and a new 
Tourism Manager, both situated in the Cultural Precinct, there has been an increase in 
community arts opportunities. The Gallery has been able to develop opportunities and 
relationships with artists and cultural activities not only in the Precinct but out in the 
community. 
 
There is a renewed sense of vibrancy and optimism in the Tourism and Arts centre. Cross 
promotion has profiled the Cultural Precinct as a valued community resource which includes 
the Art Gallery, artists and their activities. 
  
The Director is a member of the Port Pirie Regional Council’s Public Art Selection Group 
which extends the Gallery profile into the community as part of the art in public places 
program. This not only supports local artists in projects but creates professional 
development and mentoring opportunities. 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Acknowledge and promote community art groups and individual artists with in the 
region.  
 
Community groups are supported by the Gallery. A valued tradition is ‘The Gentle Arts’ 
exhibition presented by the Guild Embroiderers’ of Port Pirie. Each year Guild members 
work on projects to exhibit in the Gallery, maintaining traditional skills to inspire new 
generations. 

In the last few weeks of ‘Indigenous Australians At War’ the "For Love of Country" pop up 
exhibition arrived from History SA and added local interest and content.  

Build stronger relationships with regional schools. 

Local and regional schools are kept informed about the Exhibition Program and school 
groups are invited to attend exhibitions and to access the educational resources that 
accompany touring exhibitions.  

 Indigenous Australians at War exhibition. 
3 classes from Solomontown Primary School: Reception to Yr 3 - 40 students; Yr 6/7 - 
35 students 

 
 149 students from 4 regional schools visited the Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 exhibition. 
 
 National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016  
          Visits by students and teachers from John Pirie Secondary School 
 
 Port Pirie School Holiday Program: Airdale Primary School 

Rough Medicine – Life and Death in the Age of Sail: South Australian Maritime 
Museum.  
 
The Port Pirie Regional Library and the Gallery collaborated on children’s performance 
‘Gory Stories from a Putrid Past’ 46 students 
 

Artist talks to school classes: 
 
 Gerry Wedd and his associate Kerryn from the JamFactory held a ceramics workshop 

at the John Pirie Secondary School. Full day demonstration and workshop in the 
ceramics studio at John Pirie Secondary School 15 year 11/12 Students 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Build stronger relationships with regional schools. 

 
School student numbers: 2016-17 :  327   (2015-16 : 639) 

 
 
Provide art education opportunities 

Students have had a number of opportunities to participate in exhibitions at the Gallery.  

Work experience in the Gallery: 3 students for regional schools : 
 
• Erin Overton, Riverton and Districts High School and Rachel Davies, St Marks College 

assisted with the de-installation from the Indigenous Australians At War touring 
exhibition and the installation of Port Pirie Art Prize 2016. 

 
• Maddison Talbot, John Pirie Secondary School assisted with the de-installation of the 

Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 and installation of The Gentle Arts and Members exhibition. 
 

 
 

 

 

25/08/2016 John Pirie Secondary School 25 

25/08/2016 John Pirie Secondary School 11 

29/08/2016 John Pirie Secondary School 27 

15/09/2016 Solomontown Primary 49 

19/09/2016 Peterborough High School 12 

27/09/2016 Port Augusta Primary School 25 

30/03/2017 John Pirie Secondary School 25 

3/04/2017 John Pirie Secondary School 25 

5/04/2017 John Pirie Secondary School 24 

6/04/2017 John Pirie Secondary School 12 

10/04/2017 Orana 10 

20/04/2017 Airdale/workshop 46 

26/04/2017 Orana 10 

14/06/2017 John Pirie Secondary School 10 

14/06/2017 Orana  5 

16/06/2017 John Pirie Secondary School 11 
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GOAL TWO OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Provide art education opportunities 

Touring Exhibition Education Kits were sent to regional schools and were available at the 
Gallery. 

 

Indigenous Australians at War and National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016 ‘Everyday 
Magic’ Education Kits were specifically designed for Primary level students and Gerrry 
Wedd- Kitschen Man was specific to senior students. 
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GOAL THREE 

Our partners and sponsors ensure the operation of the Gallery into the future. 

Objectives Key Strategies 

Build and maintain sustainable 
relationships with partners and 

sponsors  

Provide regular updates of the Gallery’s position 
including success and challenges 

Invite partners and sponsors to promote at exhibitions 
and events 

Develop and maintain open communication with partners 
and sponsors 

Grow our sponsorship from 
groups, business and 

organisations 

 

Develop and implement a targeted  sponsorship 
approach  
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GOAL THREE OUTCOMES 

Build and maintain sustainable relationships with partners and sponsors. 

Partner and sponsorship funding 

2016-17 $99,000        (2015-16 : $187,520)  
 

Funding Partners 

Port Pirie Regional Council 

•  $84,000 Funding agreement  

• $5,000 towards the Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 

 
 

 

Country Arts SA  
 

• $10,000 Arts and Cultural Grants Program funding  

 
 
 

Major Sponsor  

Nyrstar, Port Pirie Smelter 
 
• $10,000  
• The second instalment for three Smelter History Exhibitions over a 

two year period.  
• Families Floods and Furnaces 5 June 12 July 2015 
• Causes Clubs and Concentrates 6 May – 19 June 2016 
• Transportation and Transformation - September 2017 

 
(None of these exhibitions fell in the 2016-17 financial year) 
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GOAL THREE OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Build and maintain sustainable relationships with partners and sponsors. 

 

In-Kind Sponsorship 
In kind sponsorship is integral to the galleries successful marketing and publicity of the 
exhibition program, everyday operations, gallery events and support for gallery staff, 
volunteers and members. This support helps maintain and grow our public profile, develops 
community interest and promotes gallery activities. 

Southern Cross Television 
 

 
• Provides free TV airtime across all nine channels in our region for the 

promotion of up to 6 events and exhibitions during the year.  Value of 
the TV Sponsorship to promote these events in excess of $15,000 per 
year. 

 

• TV ads for the following exhibitions: 

 National photographic Portrait Prize 2016  

 Rough Medicine – Life and Death in the Age of Sail 

 

 

 

Pisani Group 

• Provides services in financial management to the value of $950. 

 

Automatic Print 

•   Provides printing and design services $2,500. 

 

 
 
Jan Pana Graphic Design 

 
•   Graphic design services to the value of $2,500. 
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GOAL THREE OUTCOMES (Cont’d) 

Build and maintain sustainable relationships with partners and sponsors. 
 

In-Kind Sponsorship 

The Picture Framers 

• Offers 10% discount on framing materials and services to Gallery members 

 

Belalie Wines 

• Supplies local organic wine for events and exhibition openings 

 

Exhibition Sponsors and Grants 

Sponsor Benefits  

• Business advertising in the Gallery 

• Acknowledgment plaques displayed 

• Exposure to regional viewers state-wide through our television advertising campaign 
thanks to Southern Cross Television. 

• Business name and logo on all Gallery publications, promotions and the official 
website 

• Invitations to special events, gallery openings, etc 

• Acknowledgment of business at Gallery events 

• Use of the Gallery for their own special event, meeting or function 

• Loan of art work from our collection in their place of business or office 

 

Grow our sponsorship from groups, business and organisations. 

Sponsorship approaches 

Commenced meaningful conversations with Port Pirie Regional Council on the future of the 
Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery. 
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GOAL FOUR 

Technology enhances the operation and promotion of the Gallery and its 
services. 

Objectives Key Strategies 

Keep up to date with media 
and acquire appropriate 

technology 

Maintain up to date web making software 

Plan and allocate funds for technology upgrades 

Subscribe to appropriate new media communication 
networks 

Seek to increase and improve the Gallery’s profile on the 
internet 

 

GOAL FOUR OUTCOMES 

Continuing our digital profile by posting events and activities on social media site 
‘Facebook’ and ‘Instagram’ and cross promoting on the Regional Galleries Association of 
SA and other regional gallery social media accounts. 

New Look on our website! An updated logo and a fresh new look was designed to better 
reflect the image and direction of the Gallery. 
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GOAL FIVE 

Support Professional Development 

Objectives Key Strategies 

Ensure staff can make the 
best use of their skills and 
knowledge, and acquire 

necessary new skills 

Attend relevant conferences and forums 

Seek opportunities to undertake training 

Participate in relevant networks and professional 
development 

Support an active volunteer 
group 

Seek opportunities to undertake training 

 

GOAL FIVE OUTCOMES 

 The Director attended the Regional Galleries Association SA Forum 
Function Room, Art Gallery of South Australia. 

SAME, SAME BUT DIFFERENT  
SA Public Gallery Sector Forum 2017 
Bringing together representatives from South Australia’s public gallery sector 

South Australia has a diverse ecology of not-for-profit public galleries of varying 
size, management structure, audience and charter, but despite the differences, 
there is much in common. 
 This forum brought representatives together for networking, knowledge sharing 
and inspiration to build capacity to deliver rich cultural experiences to our 
communities, whoever they may be. 

Guest Speakers : 

NICK MITZEVICH Director, Art Gallery of SA 
PETER LOUCA Executive Director, Arts South Australia 
MELINDA RANKIN Gallery Director, Murray Bridge Regional Gallery 

 

 Regional Galleries Association of SA 

The Gallery Director continues to attend RGASA meetings on a monthly basis 
at the Art Gallery of SA.  Guest speakers including Art Gallery of SA curators 
and staff and professionals from other arts organisations create connections in 
the regional art scene and provide opportunities for information and support 
from other gallery directors and RGASA members.  
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GOAL FIVE (Cont’d) 

 Volunteer training from Volunteering SA/NT attended by Gallery 
volunteers. 

Making Customer Service Simple : Volunteers learned to deliver effective 
customer assistance and create a positive impression and examine and 
practise communicating effectively with customers, clients and fellow workers.  

 New volunteers are trained in installation and de-installation of exhibitions, art 
work handling and storage, work place safety and collating and recording 
processes for art works and artists information. Desk volunteers acquire skills in 
money handling, recording of statistics, gallery operations and meeting and 
greeting visitors. 
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GOAL SIX 

Exercise good corporate governance 

Objectives Key Strategies 

Sound planning to ensure 
everyone knows what they 

need to know 

Finalise, implement and regularly review policies and 
guidelines 

Risk management plan is implemented and reviewed 
regularly 

Transparent financial record 
keeping 

Regular financial reporting 

Collection conserved, 
maintained and documented 

Regular condition reporting 

Collection records are regularly updated 

 

GOAL SIX OUTCOMES 

Regular monthly meetings were held by the Board of Management to enable sound and 
responsible decision making on Gallery issues and keeping members informed of gallery 
activities.   

An annual report was forwarded to the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission. 
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EXHIBITION PROGRAM – 2016-17 
 

 

 

24 June – 14 August. 

Indigenous Australians at War:  from the Boer War to the present 
  
A celebration of the courage, tenacity and resourcefulness of Indigenous Australians in the 
armed forces. 
 
The opening event was held Thursday 7 July with over 60 members and guests attending.  
 
Michael Turner, Senior Nukunu Elder ‘Welcome us to Country’. 
 
A highlight was the ‘Dusty Feet Mob’, an Indigenous dance group from Port Augusta. Young 
people ranging from 6 years old to young adults danced to three songs that charmed and 
moved the audience. 
 
Guest speaker: Ian Smith, Chair of the RSL (SA) ANZAC Day Committee and Co-Chair of 
the Register of Aboriginal Veterans of SA Committee.  Author of "For Love of Country" and 
continuing to research South Australian Indigenous servicemen and women, Ian’s talk 
alerted us to the history and stories of the Aboriginal men and women people who gave 
service in the defence of their country. 
 
Visitors:2079 
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19 August – 3 October  

Port Pirie Art Prize 2016 
 

        
Images :Michelle Driver, Hallett Cove‘Windows No 1’ Hand woven tapestry; 
Sarah McDonald, Clapham ‘Mount Remarkable’ Oil on canvas 

 
Our flagship event, a biennial art prize celebrating and supporting established and emerging 
artists, in partnership with the Port Pirie Regional Council.  
 
Total number of entries: 116. Number of artists entered: 66.  
 
Sat 20 August @ 4pm.  Opening Event and Presentation of Prizes. 
 
Judges:  
Harry Sherwin, Artist and 2014 Open Prize Winner, 
Melinda Rankin, Gallery Director, Murray Bridge Regional Gallery  
Karen Rohde, past Board and Life Member of PPRAG. 
 
Port Pirie Prize Awards are for two and three dimensional works of art in any medium, 
including photography.  Visitors : 2248 

Open Prize $5000 
Winner: Michelle Driver, Hallett Cove 
‘Windows No 1’ Hand woven tapestry 
 
Southern Flinders Prize $2000 
Winner: Sarah McDonald, Clapham 
‘Mount Remarkable’ Oil on canvas 
 
Clan Rodda Award - $1000   
Winner: Edward Ting (16 years of age), 
Oakden 
‘An Empty Gourd’ Oil on oil sketch paper 

Youth Encouragement Prize - $400                                         
 Winner: Solomon Kuipers  (8 years of 
age) Port Pirie 
‘Pavement’ Water based acrylic 
 
People’s Choice Award (54 votes) 
Winner: Pamela Crocker   Port Pirie 
‘Heralding Spring, Nelshaby SA’ synthetic 
polymer 

9 art works were highly commended 
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7 October – 23 October 

Vivienne Crisp Gallery 

The Gentle Arts 
The Embroiderers Guild of Port Pirie. 

An annual showcase of exquisite  
needlework from this talented group 

 
Flinders Gallery 
 

Our Members Exhibition 
The Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery membership includes many talented artists – an 
opportunity to exhibit together. 

This tradition continues as ‘The Gentle Arts and Our Members’ exhibition attracted and 
impressed over 1000 visitors during the two week period. The success of this event is 
indicative of the popularity of local community arts and crafts and will continue to be a valued 
part of the exhibition program. 
 

Visitors: 1010                      

 
28 October – 11 December 
 

‘namibiArt’ 
 

           
Images: Frieda Luehl, Journeys Collection, rose quarts, tourmaline Schoerl, garnets, rodoliths, print on fine silver, set in sterling 
silver, 2014.  Jacqui Jansen van Vuuren, Discovery Clay and glaze. 2016.  LOK Kandjengo, Namibia the Motherland, 
cardboard print, 2015. 

A collection of visual narratives that were expressed by more than eight Namibian artists 
though genres such as painting, printmaking, textiles, ceramics and jewellery design  

This exhibition was facilitated through the Regional Galleries Association of SA to create 
opportunities for artists to exhibit their and for regional galleries to access low cost 
exhibitions that can be transported and installed with limited resources.  

Visitors: 905 
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16 Dec – 5 Feb 2017  

National Photographic Portrait Prize 2016  

 

  Image: Sandra Lamonaca ‘William’ 2015 digital print. 

 

National Portrait Gallery of Australia  

The National Photographic Portrait Prize exhibition reflects the distinctive vision of 
Australia's aspiring and professional portrait photographers and the unique nature of their 
subjects. 
 
Selected from a national field of 2,000 entries the annual National Photographic Portrait 
Prize 2016 is the National Portrait Gallery’s most popular exhibition promoting the very 
best in contemporary photographic portraiture by both professional and aspiring 
Australian photographers. 
 
Each year, the exhibition travels to galleries around the country to show Australians 
living in regional areas the great work being produced by photographers around the 
nation.  
 
Amelia Mollett, Art Handler for Collection Management & Display from the National Portrait 
Gallery coordinated the installation of this exhibition.  

Visitors: 1506                    
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Image: Anna Dowling, Gugurdung Gurdaya (Dreaming of Everlasting Wild Flowers), 2015, ink on paper  

 

10 February – 19 March 
 
Our Stories, Our Way: Our Mob 2015    
In a collaboration with the Adelaide Festival Centre’s Artspace Gallery, Yarta Putli Gallery 
and the Indigenous Arts Festival Country Arts SA brang ‘Our Stories Our Way: Our Mob’ 
2015 on Tour to Port Pirie. 
 
Our Stories Our Way is a collection of South Australian Aboriginal artists’ works from Our 
Mob in 2015. The exhibition was created to engage the public with reconciliation and cross 
cultural understanding, allowing Aboriginal artists from South Australia to create visual 
expressions of their own stories in a collective display. 
 
The twelve artists selected to tour are Imiyari Adamson from Ernabella, Tjangili George from 
Fregon, Samanther Lester from Copley, Kunyi June McInerney from Oonadatta, Donny 
McKenzie from Whyalla, Josina Pumani from Mimili, Debra Rankina from Meningie, James 
Tylor from Adelaide, Fah Fah Walsh from Murray Bridge, Ian Willding from Adelaide, Henry 
Witjita Young from Irrunyju Community and Anna Dowling from Adelaide. 
 
Visitors: 1154  
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24 March – 28 May 
 
‘Rough Medicine – Life and Death in the Age of Sail.’  
South Australian Maritime Museum.  
 

  

This major exhibition for 2017 explored the fascinating history of how illness and disease 
shaped early sea voyages. Rough Medicine: Life & Death in the Age of Sail is the 
culmination of painstaking research work by the museum’s senior curator Lindl Lawton and 
her team, charting the history of life on board from the 17th century until the advent of the 
steam ship in the late 19th century. It investigates health on the first British voyages of 
exploration, convict ships and the early migrant vessels to Australia’s colonies. 
 
One of the most popular exhibitions to tour from the South Australian Maritime 
Museum, a great opportunity to show a museum standard ‘A Class’ exhibition from a 
nationally respected cultural institution.  An exhibition that underpinned the reputation 
and ability of the Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery to host nationally acclaimed ‘A Class’ 
exhibitions. 
 
Visitors: 2473 
 

          
 
Image credits:  
‘Legs of scorbutic sailor’ Surgeon Henry Walsh Mahon on the Barrosa (1842) illustrated the condition at its most appalling.  
Henry Walsh Mahon 1842 reproduced from ink and watercolour on paper Courtesy National Archives, United Kingdom 
(ADM101/7/8);  
‘Amputation’ Thomas Rowlandson, 1793 reproduced from coloured aquatint, Courtesy Wellcome Library, London (L0034242)  
‘Bleeding with leeches’ Louis Boilly after Francois Seraphin Delpech 1827, Courtesy Wellcome Library, London (L0041637) 
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10 June 9 July 

Gerry Wedd: Kitschen Man – Jam Factory Icon 2016 

 

 

In 2013 the JamFactory launched the first in a series of solo exhibitions celebrating the 
achievements of South Australia’s most outstanding and influential craft and design 
practitioners. Each exhibition presents leading practitioners with significant national and 
international profiles and considerable influence in their chosen field. JamFactory Icon 2016 
Gerry Wedd: Kitschen Man toured nationally to 12 venues from 2016 to 2019, with the 
support of Australia Council’s Contemporary Touring Initiative. 
 
Although choosing ceramics as his predominant vehicle, Gerry’s signature style has also 
included metal, jewellery and graphic design.  In the late 1980s as a young surfer and artist, 
Wedd came to the attention of Mambo Graphics, the iconoclastic surf-wear company. He is 
represented in public collections around the country including the Art Gallery of South 
Australia, Australian National Gallery in Canberra, and the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney. 
 
 Visitors: 1257 
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